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Thompson refuses to send this in his letter: he fears the
competition of my style.                                                           L-
By the way, you will have to alter your tentative dating of the
site: we have got a large church (probably) with a relief, possibly
of an iconastasis, of a man on a horse (? St. George). Byzant. in
style ixth-xith cents, perhaps as apply to Gertie, who saw &:
admired: 6 ins. under grass all this. . ..
30: TO HIS MOTHER
23 May 1911                                                                        Carchemlsh
[40 lines omitted'} Miss Gertrude Bell called last Sunday, and we
showed her all our finds, and she told us all hers. We parted with
mutual expressions of esteem: but she told Thompson his ideas of
digging were prehistoric: and so we had to squash her with a
display of erudition. She was taken (in 5 minutes) over Byzantine,
Crusader, Roman, Hittite, and French architecture . . .
and over Greek folk-lore, Assyrian architecture, and Mesopo-
tamian Ethnology (by Thompson); prehistoric pottery and
telephoto lenses, bronze age metal technique, Meredith, Anatole
France and the Octobrists . . . : the Young Turk movement,
the construct state in Arabic, the price of riding camels, Assyrian
burial-customs, and German methods of excavation with the
Baghdad railway (Thompson). This was a kind of hors d'ceuvre:
and when it was over (she was getting more respectful) we settled
down each to seven or eight subjects and questioned her upon
them. She was quite glad to have tea after an hour and a half,
and on going told Thompson that he had done wonders in his
digging in the time, and that she thought we had got everything
out of the place that could possibly have been got: she particularly
admired the completeness of our note-books. So we did for her.
She was really too captious at first, coming straight from the
German diggings at Kala&t Shirgat.1 [3 lines omitted'} Our
digs are I hope more accurate, if less perfect. They involve no
'reconstruction', which ruins all these Teutons. So we showed her
that, and left her limp, but impressed. She is pleasant: about 36,
not beautiful, (except with a veil on, perhaps). It would have
1 Compare letter No. 325.